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Who is FormaCare?

As a sector group of Cefic (the European Chemical
Industry Council), FormaCare represents key
European producers of formaldehyde, aminoplast
glues and polyols. FormaCare aims to promote the
sustainable use of formaldehyde and formaldehyde
based products among its members and their
customers, with due regard to health and
environmental care. We strongly believe in
formaldehyde as a safe and widely used chemical
that society benefits from in a great variety of every
day products. FormaCare advocates a regulatory
policy based on balanced scientific evaluation.
Creating an open and effective dialogue with both
European and national authorities and downstream
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users is therefore one of FormaCare key goals.

FormaCare also cooperates closely with its North
American counterpart, the Formaldehyde Council
Inc. (FCI).

FormaCare members

Full members:

Agrolinz, Arkema, BASF, Caldic Chemie, Casco
Adhesives, Celanese (Ticona), Chemko, DuPont,
Dynea, Eastman, Ercros, Finsa, Hexion, INEOS,
ISP, Kronochem, Lanxess, MKS Marmara,
Mitsubishi, Perstorp, Polialco, Polioli, Sadepan,
Silekol, Synthite.

Associate members:

International Methanol Producers and Consumers
Association (IMPCA), European Melamine Prod-
ucers Association (EMPA), Methanex.
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Formaldehyde and the European
formaldehyde industry

Formaldehyde has been used in many different
industrial applications for more than 100 years and
during that time it has proved to be an extremely
versatile ingredient which is used in many common
consumer products and industrial processes. For
example, formaldehyde is an important ingredient to
produce the adhesives that the producers of
engineered wood products (e.g. kitchen cabinets and
other furniture made from particle boards, plywood
and fibreboard) need to manufacture their products.

High-tech industries such as the automotive industry
rely on formaldehyde for the production of low weight
polymers and plastics which, as a substitute for
metals, allow for lighter, safer and more
environmentally friendly cars. Formaldehyde is also
used by the pharmaceutical industry in their research
and in the manufacture of vaccines. Without
formaldehyde, many products such as disinfectants,
inks, photographic films, shampoo and many others
would simply not exist or not work as well as they do.
In short, the uses of formaldehyde are virtually
endless and it has made everyday life very much
easier and safer!

The formaldehyde industry represents a significant
part of the European chemical industry in Europe
and many other industries depend on it.
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With over 5 million employees in Europe directly
dependent on formaldehyde production (for the
production of furniture, wood panels etc.) the
formaldehyde industry is a vibrant and important
industry sector. The formaldehyde industry itself
employs approximately 40.000 people.

The formaldehyde industry has made dramatic
progress in limiting emissions in the workplace in the
past 30 years. Industry is doing a lot to ensure safe
running of formaldehyde and resins plants and
minimising emissions from these.

What is formaldehyde?

Formaldehyde is found nearly everywhere! It is a
naturally occurring substance made of carbon,
hydrogen and oxygen and is naturally present in the
human body, in plants, in hundreds of products and
even in space. In many ways, it could be argued that
formaldehyde is one of the building blocks of both
nature and industry.

Formaldehyde is produced by animals, plants and
humans during normal metabolic processes and it is
also a by-product of combustion (e.g. cars, burning
wood etc.) Formaldehyde does not accumulate in the
environment and is usually broken down by sunlight,
by biological functions in the body and by bacteria
present in soil and water.

Formaldehyde legislation and
scientific research

Both the industrial benefits and the potential health
effects of formaldehyde have been extensively
studied for many years (first studies date back to the
beginning of the last century) making it one of the
most widely examined chemicals in history.

Thanks to the extensive knowledge that is available
on formaldehyde, all EU Member States have
appropriate national legislation in place on issues
such as work place exposure, transport and safe
handling. Within the EU formaldehyde has also been
classified as a “Category 3" substance (limited
evidence of carcinogenic effect) since the early
1990's. At European level, formaldehyde

classification is currently subject to review.

In 2004 the International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC) decided to reclassify formaldehyde as
‘carcinogenic to humans’. As an advisory board to
the World Health Organisation, IARC has the
possibility to recommend a classification of material
based on their interpretation of scientific data. This
recommendation is not legally binding.

The formaldehyde industry continues to support and
conduct extensive research into the use and safety
of formaldehyde. This is important as much of the
research currently available is often outdated due to
the important technological progress made by the
industry in areas such as decreasing workplace
emissions through new production techniques. It is
crucial to have a thorough, state-of-the-art
understanding of the inherent characteristics of
formaldehyde in order to have a balanced scientific
evaluation. In 2005 experts from both FormaCare
and the Formaldehyde Council USA therefore
proposed a new and ambitious global scientific
research programme. The programme is now
performing for 3 years and many new scientific facts
were elaborated. The programme is conducted in
cooperation with various independent institutes such
as the Universities of Heidelberg, Cologne and Ulm
in Germany, the University of Stockholm and the
Karolinska Institute in Sweden, the University of
Pittsburg, US and TNO in The Netherlands.

At our website (http://www.formacare.org) the
scientific results of these studies are summarized
and of course they are published in peer reviewed
scientific journals. The cost for the first 3 years were
more than 3 million €.

Contact us \

For more information on formaldehyde, the
formaldehyde industry or our scientific research
programme, please do not hesitate to contact
the FormaCare secretariat:
FormaCare
tel.: +32 2 676 72 67
fax: +32 2 676 73 59
formaldehyde@cefic.be
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